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In 1994, WHO proclaimed tuberculosis to be a global health emergency proposing the worldwide implementation
of a new strategy for control labeled Directly Observed Therapy Short-term based on national programs,
bacteriological diagnosis, free access to drugs and surveillance of patients’ compliance. Understandable in the
context of the HIV epidemics and its role in the mounting incidence of tuberculosis in the global South and
beyond, this event was nonetheless paradoxical since tuberculosis had been on the agenda of international public
health for decades. This was especially the case in India where a National Tuberculosis Program (NTP) had been
placed since the 1960s and where major technical as well as social innovations in the control of tuberculosis had
been introduced. In spite of the trouble, the global emergency rapidly translated into a major reorganization
of the Indian NTP under the leadership of the World Bank and WHO. This was a test case in the emergence
of “global health”. The presentation will discuss the multiple tensions underlying the advent of a new regime
of tuberculosis control in India with a specific focus on the relationship between global, national and local
actors; the forms of knowledge and expertise involved; the ways in which health, economic and social policies
were apprehended and linked. Based on a combination of research in archives, oral history and interviews the
paper will also address issues of collaborative work between historians and anthropologists when exploring the
dynamics of health globalization.

