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The main purpose of this research is to address intergenerational relations between 
the elderly and  their children in transitional Iran which will be presented  in two 
parts. The first part relies on a formal demographic point of view in which it will be 
documented  that how mortality decline has been increasing the size of population 
aged  60 years old  and  over, however the paradoxical effect of ind ividual ageing has 
probably had  a key role in slower increasing proportion of aged  population. Here we 
use the national censuses taken from 1966 to 2011. Following a rapid  decline in 
fertility, population growth in total has decreased  from more than 3 percent during 
1966-89 to less than 1.7 percent during 1986-2011. This rate has increased  of 2.2 
percent to 4.3 percent for population aged  60+. This is a simple but very clear 
indicator of the effect of ind ividu al ageing. Using a cluster sampling strategy, 527 
family households with 2474 members from Tehran, the inter-generational 
relationship between the elderly parents, their children, and  other members in their 
social networks will be addressed  in the second p art of this research. Answers to the 
question, what support exists for the elderly when needed, are often simplified  as 
"their children", yet, there are related  issues which need  deeper inquiry such as the 
extent and  scope of children's support and  whether  it is possible to compensate this 
support. In the context of the second phase of the demographic transition period , the 
size and  the sex composition of family networks among the examined (present 
generations of) elderly are found to be large for both sexes. Despite the high number 
of children who have migrated , there are still a significant number of them remaining 
children who are accessible by their parents, and  the family support network is still 
dominated  by filial support. Some of aids that parents, especially mothers, receive 
from their children is not replaceable by other sources of support. In addition, there is 
a sex-specific tendency to meet some important needs, such as nursing and  long term 
car, and  most of the elderly parents rely on their daughter in these conditions. 
However, because of similar group structures, the extended family and  non -family 
support networks remain relevant in provid ing significant emotional and  financial 
support to the elderly. This condition will be inevitably changed in post-transitional 
Iran. For next generations which will be certainly much bigger in size (more than 25 
million people), below level of fertility not only will be reducing the number of 
children, but also it tends to reduce the probability of being both son and  daughter in 
the elderly’s family. This is a new challenge for policy-making which needs to be 
addressed  and  must be also seen from macro approaches.  
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