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2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

- Project founded on Georg Wenker`s work in 19th  
and 20th century

- Goal: Graphical description of the variety of german 
language in a single atlas

- Tool: forms with 40 sentences (‚Wenker-Sätze‘) 
including all linguistic phenomenons of German 
language sent to all places having schools -
transcription by local teachers
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2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

Next step: Digitalizing – Safe way of Archiving and 
possible comparability with other linguistic atlasses

Tool: Scanning of maps, afterwards geocoding of all 
other known published atlasses for comparison
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2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

Geocoding: Allocation of geographical information 
to every pixel of the map  
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2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

Advantage of geocoding: Possible comparison with 
any map, unaffected by scale or projection of the 
original
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2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

- Next generation of linguistic atlasses: 
generated by database

- Furthermore just one single map as basis 
needed
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2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

Base Map
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2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

Generated Map



Sven E. Peters: Teuthonista V: Teuthonista and other Transcription Systems under the Umbrella of the Projects DiWA and REDE: Experience, Problems and Approaches

2. Project Overview: DiWA (Digitaler Wenker-Atlas) 
and REDE (Regionalsprache.de)

Needed condition: Implementation of all listed variations in a 
database system

Database with listed variations
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3. Theutonista and other Transcription Systems: 
Experience and Implementation Problems

Problem 1: Too little signs and combinations in UNICODE
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3. Theutonista and other Transcription Systems: 
Experience and Implementation Problems

Problem 1: Too little signs and combinations in UNICODE

Solution: Building needed signs by using a font creator –
filling UNICODE`s private panel
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3. Theutonista and other Transcription Systems: 
Experience and Implementation Problems

Problem 2: No unity

= ?
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3. Theutonista and other Transcription Systems: 
Experience and Implementation Problems

Problem 2: No unity

- After 20 implemented linguistic atlases: more than 700 
different signs

- Custom font will grow with every published atlas using a 
new transcription system
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3. Theutonista and other Transcription Systems: 
Experience and Implementation Problems

Problem 3: Too much detail (size)

- Too many diacritical signs 
produce too many possible 
combinations

- Too many diacritical signs 
pass normal borders 

- Linguistic sense?



Sven E. Peters: Teuthonista V: Teuthonista and other Transcription Systems under the Umbrella of the Projects DiWA and REDE: Experience, Problems and Approaches

4. Possible Solutions

- Setting a maximum of diacritical signs (as for example 2 
per base symbol): Limitation of maximum combinations 
of base and diacritical signs 

- Combined with a classification of signs by size, for 
example:

- Reduction of 
possible 
combinations 
(= massive 
reduction of 
needed slots in 
UNICODE)
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4. Possible Solutions

- Installation of new subcategories (in case of using 
Theutonista)
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4. Possible Solutions

- Programming of a special font software with pre-
fabricated borders and implementation by drag & drop:
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www.diwa.info
www.deutscher-sprachatlas.de

www.regionalsprache.de (in progress)


