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THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF BYZANTINE IBERIA
ACCORDING TO THE SEALS

WERNER SEIBT

It would be a quite hopeless task to search for new literary historical texts, but there is a large
bulk of source material till now more or less neglected by many Byzantine and other historians
of the Middle ages, Byzantine lead seals. From some estimated 80.000 bulls much is still now
unpublished, much is more or less well published, but even the published material can in many
cases offer more and better information than achieved till now, as in the last decennia Byzantine
sigillography saw an enormous progress. Specialists are nowadays able to establish lists of
officers on certain posts in a chronological order (partially based on relative chronology), which
is e.g. of great value for the reconstruction of the provincial administration of the Byzantine
Empire.

In the Festschrift for Natela Vatnadze [ studied the seals and other sources for the military
commanders of Byzantine Iberia from 1000 till the 70s of the 11* century.' So this time I would
like to rework the seals of the civil administration. To start with, some pieces mention a judge or
krites (till now there is no mention of a praetor).

1) The earliest seems to be an Athenian seal of John Asekretis and judge of Iberia, that we
date ca. 1020/1040 (fig. 1).2

On both sides only script:

+ ®KE — ROHOEI - TW CW AU-AW W/

CIIA®,-KANAA, AC,-KPHT, S KPI-T, IRHPIA,.

O(e0t0)ke Ponder T o SovAy Tw(avvn) oad(apo)kavd(1)d(4tw) do(n)kpAT(ic) (xai)
kprr(f) “IBnpia(c).

As ornaments there is a pearl between horizontal lines above and under the reverse-legend.

The ligature of O and Y in the 3" line of the obverse seems to be a transitional type, which helps
to narrow the dating.

' W. Seibt, Das byzantinische Militirkommando “Iberia” (in print).

7 Athens, Numismatic Museum 177, edited by Konstantopoulos.
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2) The second seal belongs to the Fogg collection, today in Dumbarton Oaks.' I would like
to date it 1030/1050 (fig. 2).

On the obverse a bust of the Virgin, the hands before the breast, the type of “minimal
orante”,? with the usual sigla MP/ ©V.

The reverse with quite small letters: + OKE R,0, - RACIA, CITA-0,KANAA, AC.-KPHT,
S K..-T, IRHP,

O(cotd)ke B(on)B(er) Baoin(eiyw) omad(opo)kavd()d(ary) do[njxpiit(ic) (kod) k[pt}r(fi)
Ipnpli(ac)].

Basileios was Spatharakandidatos and Asekretis, just as John above; his function is only
partially readable, but I think with the editors that Krites should be preferred to Kurator. Under
the legend an ornament as in no. 1.

3) Nearly contemporaneous is the seal of Michael Lizix, also Asekretis and judge of Iberia,
but without mentioning a title. The seal from the second Zacos collection is now in Dumbarton
Oaks® (fig. 3).

On the obverse a high quality bust of the archangel Michael in imperial garments, with
sceptre in the right hand and perhaps a crucifer globe in the left. Traces of the sigla MX — AX.

The reverse is partially damaged, but can be reconstructed without problems:

.KE..—.WCW A, MI-. ACHKPHT, - . KPIT, IRH-PIAC TW AL-ZIKL

[+] K(bpr)e [B(on)O(er) I 0 d(ovhw) Mix(auir)] donxpfir(ic) [(kad)] kpre(fi) Ipnpiag @
Ailixt.

Here we have the family name Lizix. We know only one homonymous Michael Lizix, who
was Protoproedros. On the obverse the Theotokos Hodegetria Dexiokratusa* standing, with the
reverse legend: ©KE — ROH®, Mx — AAEAPO — TON Al-ZIK,

O(e0T6)ke Pond(e) M(n)x(anh) (pwtompd)edpo(v) Tov Ailik(a).

The seal is now in the Hermitage in St. Petersburg,® and was published by Schlumberger,®
who read erroneously TO MAIZIK.. at the end. As this seal is quite later (late 11™-early 12t
cent.) we must not combine these two persons. But, as the editors of the American seal pointed
out, there was a Lizix Asekretis, to whom Psellos dictated a pittakion. That could be the person
of our seal, before or after his delegation to Iberia. ‘

' E. McGeer — . Nesbitt — N. Oikonomides (), Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and in
the Fogg Museum of Art. Vol. IV: The East. Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C. 2001, (further on cited
as DOSeals IV), nr. 75.2 (dated to the 11* century).

2 This term was created by Herbert Hunger, ¢f. H. Hunger, Zur Terminologie der Theotokosdarstellungen
auf byzantinischen Siegeln. Aachener Kunstblatter 60 (1994) (= Festschrift fiir Hermann Fillitz) 136.

3 DOSeals IV, nr. 75.4. (dated to the 11* century).

4 For the epitheta of the representation of the Virgin on Byzantine seals cf. e.g. W. Seibt, Die Darstellung
der Theotokos auf byzantinischen Bleisiegeln, besonders im 11. Jahrhundert. Studies in Byzantine Sigil-
lography (1). Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C. 1987, 35-56.

5 M-6057.

¢ G. Schlumberger, Sigillographie de I'empire byzantin. Paris 1884 (reprint Turin 1963) 681.
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4) Alittle bit younger is the seal of a Basileios, who was Protospatharios of the Chrysotriklin
and .a member of the judges of the Hippodrom, when he was delegated for some time as judge Oi‘
g)en;t (fig. 4). The seal was in the last collection of Zacos, who edited it in his second joltiﬁe()‘
rezdtS:e obverse a bust of St. Nicholas, with his name, but without an invocation. The reverse

[+ K—(UASIS_/_\;( ,méCHA@’ EIII "k- XPTKA, KPIT, . - TU ITIIL,AP, S — THC IRH-PA,.
o ‘p ! ton) (e1) Blaon[eiw (mpwro)lomo®(apiw) ém [t(00)] Xp{voo)(tpiki(ivov)

prr(f) [e(mm)] Tod inmm(0)dp(opov) (xai) thc Ipnp(De(c).

This Basil seems to be different from his homonymous predecessor.

So or'w can see that the titles of the judges are relatively modest, a hint, that the members of
the establishment were not very fond of this post so far from the capital — :Jn the other hand the

ost of i
p f t‘he Ka.te.:pano or Dux of Iberia was one of the most important in the army, so the members
of the high military aristocracy tried to achieve it.

5) Quite problematic is a seal’s type of a judge of themata outside Iberia, who had neverthel
— at least for some time - special duties in Iberia, ca. 1030/1055 (hg. 5 a;zd 6). There we eteSS
exemp¥ars in the former Zacos collection, both donated to the Bibliothéque n.ationale ian(i W(z
and edited by J.-Cl. Cheynet.?> On the obverse a bust of St. Nicholas, with the sigla of hi .
and the usual invocative inscription around the head of the saint. , : S
The combined transcription of the revers :
XAAA, AEP-ZHN, S XAP-TUA, TU H—RHP,K? Cle—g er(lld e T 7 CTIAORC 80 KPIT
I would propose to transcribe:
Taw(dvvn) omab(o)p(0)k(av)S()d(aT)(w i i fi i
o D e (g)}()):[i y(l(g.);. kpre(f)) Xodd(iag) Aeplnv(fic) (kai) xopTovh(apiw)
T.he name John is clear, the title Spatharokandidatos also, and this man was surely judge of
Cha}dxa and Derzene (the Byzantine thema could have been larger than the old Armeni}z,arjx d'gt 'O
Derjan at the sources of the Euphrates, south of Chaldia), and chartoularios of somethinlstl;Ct
has to do with Iberia. Cheynet thought about yaptoviépioc ToD ifnpikol oexpétov, but th tg d )
nof ?vork with the traces of the letters. I myself thought from the beginning about ’a chartil (')es
T0D 1[3'r]pu<oﬁ otpatod.* Immediately afterwards Cheynet doubted this interpretation.’ There ’fmos
question that the decisive word starts with Sigma; the following letter is damaged"but on e
see .an upper horizontal line, primarily hinting to Tau. In the last line only Sigma (;r eve te ClTn
Epsilon) is sure. Before that there was one letter, presumably a big one, perhaps Omega; ‘afr;el:athz

G. Zacos, Byzantine Lead Seals 11 i i Nesbi
s ot , compiled and edited by J. W. Nesbitt. Bern 1984, 387.

J.-Cl. Cheynet, Sceaux de la collection Za ibli

- . . cos (Bibliothéque nationale de Fran
vmces' orientales de ’Empire byzantin, Paris 2001, 72-74, no. 37 a and b ) £ epporiant i pr-
W. Seibt, Review of DOS IV 75: BZ 96 (2003), 752. ‘

J.-CL. Cheynet, Review of DOS IV 75: REB 62 (2004), 301,
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Sigma the top of a letter is visible, we think about Alpha, Lambda or Delta; then again a relatively
long line at the top, perhaps Tau or Gamma. |

Sagos and Sagopulos are rare but documented family names. Onaseal in the Hermitage', first
published by Pangenko,? partially corrected by V. S. Sandrovskaja,® is mentioned a John Sagos
(1 would prefer T(&) Zéyw at the end instead of Toy&) as Protospatharios of the Chrysotriklinos
and (perhaps) notarios (fig. 7). On the obverse a bust of St. Nicholas as on our type. Pancenko
was surely wrong in dating the seal to 12%.13 cent., Sandrovskaja corrected to 11% cent. I think
about the middle of the 11™ cent. There is a possibility that both seals come from the same man,
but that is not for sure.*

Perhaps we should also mention the seal of a contemporaneous judge, who was probably
called John, and who was Spatharokandidatos and Krites of Chaldia and Derzene as our John
above, also with a bust of St. Nicholas on the obverse (fig. 8).° Perhaps also this John could be

identical with our judge, but John is a very common name and many civil officers chose St.

Nicholas as patron of their seals in this time.

A well known note in Skylitzes tells us that Constantine Monomachos changed the status
of the ipnpikog oTpatodC, whose members became subjugated to taxes instead of the formal
obligation to render military services.® The man in charge of organizing this task was Leon
Serblias. Skylitzes does not inform us about his concrete office and honorary title, but from
Kekaumenos we learn that he was Anagrapheus of Iberia and Mesopotamia,” exactly the officer
who controlled and surveyed the estates and fixed the taxes to be paid for. Presumably these
activities were taking place before 1048, because they were interpreted as one of the causes for
the invasion of the Seljuks this year. Perhaps it started after the war with Great Armenia and
Abu’l Aswar — as a result of the low efﬁciency of the Byzantine army, where the government
had certainly attributed an important role to the “Iberikos stratos”, but it is always problematic if
someone has to fight against relatives.® We don’t know if John Sagos(?) was active before, during

or after this reorganization; but perhaps he was even closely operating with Serblias.

' M-2336.
2 B. A. Pantenko, Kollekcii Russkago Archeologiteskago Instituta v Konstantinopole. Katalog molivdovu-

lov. IRAIK 8 (1903) 222f,, nr. 56. ,

3 V. S. Sandrovskaja, Popravki i dopolnenija k ,.katalogu molivdovulov* B. A. Pangenko. VV 38 (1977)
106, Nr. 56. , ' ‘

4 For the name Sagopulos in the 11th cent. cf. Ch. Stavrakos, Die byzantinischen Bleisiegel mit Famili-
ennamen aus der Sammlung des Numismatischen Museums Athen. Wiesbaden 2000, 342, Nr. 225 (esp.
Michae! Sagopulos, Protospatharios and Mystographos, 2 half of the 11% century).

s DOS IV 616

6 Skyl. 476, 51-53.
7 Kekaumenos 86,2f. (Spadaro); 168, 30f. (Litavrin 2003): "AnenGov eic Ipnpiav koi Megomotopiav ... Oe

TepPhiag avaypipacdau ... For the Anagrapheus see Ddlger, Finanzverwaltung 82f. 88.
% And the majority of the habitants of Byzantine Iberia were Armenians!
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6) The last seal to be discussed here mentions an officer of a part of Iberia; it comes again
from a Zacos collection, now in Dumbarton Qaks' (fig. 9. 1t is known since more than 20
vears, the best publication is in the Dumbarton Oaks catalogue. * Here we learn that Michael
Kataphloros was imperial Kurator of Mantzikert and “Inner Iberia”. In “Osterreich [I" we dated
it to the 2™ quarter of the 11™ cent., but it can be a little bit later also, 5o | propose now 1030/1060.

On the obverse a bust of St. Nicholas as usual. The reverse reads:

-~ RO, -TWCW AU, - MIX, R, KUPAT. - MANZHIK,EPT, - . T. ECW HBIP, - . KAT.GAP..

[+ K(Vpve] Blom)b(er) 10 o6 dov(hw) Muix(amh) Blaohk®) xovpdr(opt) Mavlnk()épt(e)
[(xod)] 7(R¢) "Eow Hpip(iac) [T(&)] Korr(c)pr(w)p(e).

The imperial Kurator was in charge of the imperial estates in a special district. Manzikierte
is of course the well known city north of Lake Van, the modern Malazgirt on the river Murat
/! Arsanias / Aracani. This town resp. fortress was conquered in 969 by the Byzantines, who
destructed the fortifications and withdrew afterwards. During the first usurpation of Bardas
Skleros (976-979) the emir of Chleat (Ahlat) and Martyropolis, the Kurd Bad, took possession of
this region and refortified Mantzikert. He became an ally of Skleros during his second usurpation
in 987.* Soon after the death of Bad (990/991)° Davit* Kouropalates occupied Mantzikert, that
became Byzantine after the death of Davit® in 1000 as part of the Katepanate Iberia. We may
assume that the former personal possessions of the emirs became an imperial Kuratoria, not only
in and around Mantzikert but in the whole region. To me there is no question that “Inner Iberia”
in this case means Apahunik® and perhaps also neighbouring regions as e.g. Hark'. Even if the
seal comes from a time after the unification of Megale Armenia with Iberia in 1045 this new
region did not belong to “Eso Iberia”.¢

There were at least two synchronic Michael Kataphloros, a military man, who is surely
different from the Kurator, and a civil officer, who was Protospatharios of the Chrysotriklinos
and Mystolektes in the third quarter of the 11* cent.’ Perhaps he could be identical with the
Kurator at a later stage of his cursus honorum. But as there is script on both sides of the seal, we
have no sigillographic criteria to unify both of them.

" D.O. 58.106.5502.

2 DOScals 1V 75.3.

A.-K. Wassiliou-W. Seibt, Dic byzantinischen Bleisiegel in Osterreich, 2. Teil: Zentral- und Provinzial-
verwaltung (Versffentlichungen der Kommission fir Byzantinistik 11/2 = Denkschriften d. Phil.-hist,
Klasse d. OAW 324). Wien 2004, p. 89.

* Cf. W. Seibt, Die Skleroi. Eine prosopographisch-sigillographische Studie (Byzantina Vindobanensia 9).
Wien 1976, 46. 51.

Cf. E. Honigmann, Die Ostgrenze des byzantinischen Reiches von 363 bis 1071 nach griechischen, ara-
bischen, syrischen und armenischen Quellen (Corpus Bruxellense Historiae Byzantinae 3). Briissel 1933,
154.

For these problems ¢f. c.g. V. P Stepanenko. Michail Kataflor, imperatorskij kurator Mancikerta i “Vnu-
trenngj Iverii”. ADSV 1998, 176-192, yet some of his conclusions are not convincing.

Wassiliou — Seibt, Osterreich I1 (as in n. 3), 61.
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Just in time to be mentioned in a short addendum a Russian colleague published a new seal
in the State Hermitage in St. Peterburg,' where a Michael Grammatikos presents himself also
as “Kurator of Inner Iberia”.? On the obverse a bust of the Theotokos in the type of “minimal
orante”.’ For the dating we would prefer the second quarter of the 11* century. I am sorry to
say that the interpretation of the office of the “Kurator of Inner Iberia” in this article is totally

€rroncous.

LOIMIODIM dRBNBALEMIGNY 3NDBIESNOL 013IAN03N
LOJ3JIFRH3TIBNL 306IR3NA

396636 bs0d§0
~3%0330

LGS YnGomgdol 88sbzamgdl bLoggmmamogoygm Bysmmgddy dobob@oab
0dg600b  Lodmgomodm @B0babEMsnal abEmMaobomgal. 5@dobobGMmooymn s
LedbgEGm ghmgmmo s@bgdmdeos 1000 Brrnwsb spfMgyr 1080-006 Brmgdsdeg.
B396 30300 035600l moba 3mbsdsGomol dggeol dgbobgd: omsby L3smam job-
©ns@mbob s sbggFg@oeb (1020/1040), dsboggmb LIsmsMmyobraEe@Gmbol ©s
sbga@gMab (1030/1050), 3agogen mobodbo sbgzMg@ebo (1030/1050) @s dsbomgomb
JBobmoE03omobmbol 3GmEML3scmsMmmbo ©s 03mEM™Bolb dmbadstomgms Bgz6o
(1040/1060). 36mdmagdatin dgdgon, MmBgmars 33gs8s 3560bdn nbobgds, sblbgbgdl
0mobg Logmblb (?), Jormmoanb b3smemmgobroEs@mbl ©s 8mbsdsmomglb ©gMdabal,
Bmam&g ,089M00b 3G300b” JoBGgmotambl (1030/1055).

®96806o ,Joms 0dgfas” Badoge JoGIBmmMENLol dydwgddy, Mmamy dob-
(303960@0b ©> Jos 0dgfoob 083gMonmo 3ame@menbs (1025/1050) 0b@gm3tg-
Botgdamos, Gmam@3 56303960 ©d dabn 8gbmdgmo Mgaombn, asbbsgnmeigdom
3353960 30.

' M-6733.
2 V. 8. Sandrovskaja, Michail Grammatik, kurator ,,Vnutrennej Iverii“. ADSV 38 (2008) 90-95. A figure of

low quality on p. 95.
3 As on our seal no. 2.
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